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NOTES AND NEWS 



Dr. Wendell T. Bush, lecturer in philosophy at Columbia University, 
has been associated in the editorial management of this Journal. Com- 
munications may be addressed to him at the office of the Journal, Sub- 
Station 84, New York City. 



In accordance with announcements already made, the American Philo- 
sophical Association and the American Psychological Association met on 
invitation of the department of philosophy of Harvard University, in 
Cambridge, December 27-29, 1905. Addresses were made by the retiring 
presidents, Professor Dewey addressing the Philosophical Association on 
' Beliefs and Realities,' and Professor Calkins the Psychological Associa- 
tion on 'A Reconciliation of Structural and Functional Psychology.' The 
meetings were well attended, and the discussions particularly active and 
interesting. Members of both associations enjoyed a most generous 
hospitality extended to them by the members of the department of phi- 
losophy of Harvard University and by the Harvard Corporation. Officers 
for the ensuing year were elected as follows : For the Philosophical Asso- 
ciation — President, Professor William James, of Harvard University; 
Vice-president, Ernst Albee, of Cornell University; Secretary-treasurer, 
Professor J. G. Hibben, of Princeton University; new members of the 
Executive Committee, Professor A. K. Rogers, of Butler College, and Pro- 
fessor Frank Thilly, of Princeton University. For the Psychological 
Association — President, Professor J. R. Angell, of the University of Chi- 
cago; Secretary-treasurer, Mr. W. H. Davis, of Lehigh University; new 
members of the Council, Professor Mary W. Calkins, of Wellesley College, 
and Professor C. E. Seashore, of the University of Iowa. A detailed 
report of the meetings may be expected in subsequent numbers of this 
Journal. 
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In the Astrophysical Journal for October Mr. F. R. Moulton, of the 
University of Chicago, brings forward a new theory to account for the 
evolution of the solar system. Mr. Moulton and Professor T. C. Cham- 
berlin have studied the theory of Laplace from the dynamical standpoint, 
and the many contradictions which they have found lead them to reject 
it. In the new theory a spiral nebula is assumed, containing primitive 
nuclei about which the planets and their satellites subsequently formed. 
We may account for the original spiral nebula by assuming a star to 
approach the sun, producing tides in the sun's matter, and the continua- 
tion of these tides might cause large masses to be ejected and drawn 
into a spiral. A work soon to be published promises a fuller statement 
of the hypothesis. 

In a review in Nature of Duhem's ' Les Origines de la Statique ' occur 
the following suggestive comments : " The main result — and this is estab- 
lished beyond all reasonable doubt — is that the mechanics of the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries must not be regarded as a sudden achievement 
but as a development of ideas current in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, many of which were unscrupulously reproduced without ac- 
knowledgment. . . . And although this conclusion may somewhat dim 
our mental picture of the Renascence, it will deepen out piety towards 
those obscuri viri who cultivated science and learning when they were 
most in danger of extinction." 

The Philosophical Society of the Ohio State University announces the 
following calendar for the winter of 1905-06: Tuesday, October 17, 
president's address ; Tuesday, November 14, ' The Value for Consciousness 
of Bodily Reactions,' Burtis Burr Breese; Tuesday, January 9, ' The Non- 
Euclidean Contribution to Philosophy,' George Bruce Halstead; Tuesday, 
February 13, ' The Conservation of Energy,' William Henry Scott ; Tues- 
day, March 13, ' Recent Studies in Heredity,' Edward Loranus Rice ; 
Tuesday, April 10, ' Religion in Education,' William Oxley Thompson. 
The officers of the society are A. E. Davies, president; D. R. Major, vice- 
president; F. L. Landacre, secretary; J. E. Hagerty, treasurer. 

At the last meeting of the Board of Regents of the University of Mich- 
igan President Angell reported the receipt of a gift of $450 for the Uni- 
versity from Mrs. George S. Morris, of Ann Arbor. Of this amount 
$350 is to establish a fellowship in philosophy bearing the name of the 
late George S. Morris. Professor Morris was a member of the depart- 
ment of philosophy in the University from 1881 until his death in 1889, 
and professor of modern languages and literature nearly all of the pre- 
ceding decade. 

Mr. James Carleton Bell, Ph.D. (Harvard), for one year a student 
in the Leipzig psychology laboratory, has been appointed instructor in 
experimental psychology at Wellesley College. With Dr. Gamble, asso- 
ciate professor in psychology, Dr. Bell directs the research work and 
superintends the second year training course in laboratory psychology. 



